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Introduction

Lines of Intervention

The year 2023 marked the end of the implementation of the actions included in the “Lines of Intervention
on Industrial Property for the 2021-2023 period”, the 3-year program adopted in 2021 by specific
Ministerial Decree which aims to improve the entire IP system. In this context, the activities that have
been carried out since 2021 by the Directorate General for the Protection of Industrial Property — Italian
Patent and Trademark Office of the Ministry of Enterprises and Made in Italy (MIMIT) have allowed to
achieve the expected results in 2023, thanks to the targeted efforts made over the last three years. In
particular, at the regulatory level, the reform of the Industrial Property Code, implemented in August
following the entry into force of Law No. 102 of 24 July 2023, the adoption of Law No. 206 of 27 December
2023 (the so-called ‘Made in Italy’ Law) and the entry into force of Reg. (EU) No. 2023/2411 concerning
the protection of geographical indications for craft and industrial products (which will enter into force on
1 December 2025) are some of the results achieved in 2023, which made it possible to lay the foundations
for an organic development of the entire IP system in the near future. Moreover, several implementation
decrees and circulars have helped the reform of the Industrial Property to become fully operational.

With regard to IP enhancement and promotion, it is worth mentioning the following: the re-funding of the
financial measures addressed to enterprises - “Disegni+" [Designs+], “Marchi+" [Trademarks+] and
“Brevetti+" [Patents+]- with an overall budget of €32 million for 2023; the launch of the Intellectual
Property Award (IPA) competition (which aims to award the best patents); and the organization and
implementation of information and dissemination initiatives on IP culture, including consumer-focused
communication campaigns and training/information initiatives addressed to the main stakeholders.
Finally, in terms of digitalization and process streamlining, the new UIBM information system was
implemented in November 2023 with the aim of improving and innovating the existing services, as well
as developing new ones. The activities, which were also co-funded by EU National Recovery and
Resilience Plan funds for €3 million, will be carried out based on a feasibility study conducted between
2021 and 2022 within the framework of the aforementioned strategic lines of interventions, which
involved enterprises and professional associations, public institutions, international bodies and
professionals of the scettro in general.
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IP rights in 2023:

In 2023, after a general decrease in the number of applications submitted in the previous year, there was
aslow increase in patent, trademark and industrial design applications, as well as other procedures related
to these applications. Over the year, the overall number of filings almost reached 171,000 units, with
approximately 88% of them directly submitted through the UIBM online portal.

This data confirms that the Italian entrepreneurial context is willing to overcome recent challenges by
continuing or resuming the investments in technological research and innovation. Similarly, the UIBM has
increased its administrative activity as compared to the previous year, with approximately 143,000 final

orders issued.
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Tutelare

PROPRIETA INDUSTRIALE

In 2023, the DGPI-UIBM filed approximately 171,000 application procedures for Industrial Property (IP)
rights and issued overall 143,000 final orders.

This data confirms that the production system has recognized the importance for research and inventors
to protect and promote their creations by using any means made available by the Italian regulation
framework concerning IP, with the ultimate goal of competing on global markets by differentiating their
products and image from those of the competitors.

Similarly, the contribution and the engagement of the DGPI-UIBM have translated in significant support
for applicants to encourage and protect research and innovation results, as well as promoting Made in
Italy technological and production excellence, through their activities of assessment and examination of
the received applications.
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Patents are the final synthesis and the end-results of research, development and innovation activities
needed to advance production systems, making them more competitive on the global markets by using
new and improved technology. In 2023, Italian companies and inventors filed little more than 5,000 patent
applications with the European Patent Office (EPO), recording, the highest number ever for Italy, according
to EPO Patent Index 2023. With an increase of 3.8% vs. previous year, higher than the European average
growth of 1.4%, Italy has shown a positive growth trend which has consistently improved over the last 10
years, with patent applications submitted increasing by 38% compared to 10 vyears ago.
On the national level, over 11,000 applications for patents and utility models were filed with the Italian
Patent and Trademark Office in 2023, with more than 95% of them submitted online. The patents granted
in 2023 account for approximately 9,600 units, of which more than 8,000 concerning industrial inventions,
with an increase as compared to previous years.

One of the indicators of the innovative activity carried outin Italy is data on research results with reference
to specific dynamic and advanced technological sectors, e.g. space. In this sector, the number of patent
application submissions has increased more than tenfold globally over the last 20 years; this is due to the
fact that the activities carried out in the space field increasingly involve and have greater impact on sectors
that are apparently unrelated to space. Italy, as shown in the “Contributo dei brevetti italiani allo sviluppo
dell'industria aerospaziale” [Patent contribution to the development of aerospace industry] Report
published by the DGPI-UIBM in 2023, ranks fourth in Europe in terms of patent applications filed in this
sector, thus confirming its strategic position in this field over the years.
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Trend and filing procedure -2019-2023
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Compared to the decrease observed in 2022, patent applications have reported a slight 4% increase in
2023, with more than 9,000 submissions. A constant growth in the percentage of online filings has also
been confirmed vs. previous years, from 97.4% in 2022 to 98.9% in 2023.
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Geographical distribution of applications in 2023*

(Clickable image)
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Source: UIBM

In 2023, more than a half (63%) of applicants of patents were from the North of Italy, as compared to little
more than 1,000 applicants from the South of Italy and Sicily and Sardinia.
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Granted patents and other final orders issued* in 2019-2023

(Clickable image)
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*The final orders issued concern granted, inadmissible, rejected and withdrawn applications.
Source: UIBM

In 2023, of a total of almost 11,000 final orders issued*, more than 8,000 patents were granted,
accounting for 75% of the final orders granted overall upon completion of examination of the applications

submitted. This data represents an increase as compared to 2022.
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International Patent Classification (IPC) — Distribution of granted
patents by sector in 2023*

(Clickable image)
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Source: UIBM

Based on the International Patent Classification (IPC), in continuity with the previous year, approximately
64% of the industrial patents granted in 2023 were in the sectors of “Performing operations,
transportation” and “Human necessities”, followed by the sectors of “Physics” and “Mechanical
engineering, lighting, heating, weapons”, with almost 30% of all patents granted overall.
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Utility models
Trend and filing procedure —-2019-2023
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Source: UIBM

The applications for utility models submitted in 2023 slightly increased (+3%) vs. the previous year, with a
total of 1,850 units, 84.9% of which submitted using the online procedure.
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Geographical distribution of applications in 2023*

(Clickable image)
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Source: UIBM
With regard to the applications for utility models filed by region of residence of the applicants, the Italian

regions show a balanced percentage distribution among Italian macro-areas (between 21% and 24%),
while applicants with residence abroad account for approximately 10% of the total.
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Granted utility models and other final orders issued” in 2019-2023
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*The final orders issued concern granted, inadmissible, rejected and withdrawn applications.

Source: UIBM

Utility models granted in 2023 were 1,384, with a slight decrease vs. the previous year, accounting for
approximately 68% of the final orders issued overall (slightly more than 2,000 units).
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Classificazione IPC - Riparto settoriale concessioni 2023*

(Clickable image)
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Source: UIBM

Considering the distribution by sectors identified based on the International Patent Classification (IPC),
“Human necessities” and “Performing operations and Transportations” were the two sectors in which
were granted most of utility models in 2023, exceeding 60% together.
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Validation of European Patents in Italy
Trend and filing procedure -2019-2023

(Clickable image)
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Source: UIBM

In 2023, the applications for validation of European Patents in Italy were 23,568, showing a decreasing
trend for the fifth consecutive year. This decline is mostly due to entry into force — on 1 June 2023 - of
the regulations that make it possible for a European patent to get unitary effect, meaning that after
publication of the granted patent there is no need to request for validation in the countries designated in
the application with the EPO (Italy ranks fourth by number of applications for European patents with
unitary effect, after Germany, United States and France). Almost all the applications for validation of
European patents in Italy were submitted using the online procedure (99.9%); only 17 applications were
submitted with the Chambers of Commerce, Industry, Handcrafts and Agriculture and 2 by postal service.
Almost all applications (approximately 92%) were submitted by applicants with residence abroad. Only 8%
of applicants have residence in Italy, mostly in the North-East and North-West areas as compared to the
Centre and South of Italy and the Sicily and Sardinia.
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Applications validated in 2019-2023
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In Italy, 24,100 applications for validation of European patents were validated. The decreasing trend over
the last few years is consistent with that reported for the related filings.
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IPC classification — Distribution of validated applications by sector in
2023*

(Clickable image)
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In 2023, almost 60% of applications validated were in the two technological sectors of “Human
necessities” and "Performing operations, transportation”, followed by “Chemistry and Metallurgy” and
“Electricity”, both accounting for 18%.
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Supplementary Protection Certificates (SPCs -
PPPs)

Supplementary Protection Certificates (SPCs) for medicinal products and Supplementary Protection
Certificates for plant protection products (PPPs)

Trend of applications — 2019-2023- Supplementary Protection
Certificates (SPCs-PPPs)

(Clickable image)
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Also in 2023, applications for Supplementary Protection Certificates (SPCs) for medicinal products and
Supplementary Protection Certificates for plant protection products (PPPs) declined (-26% vs. 2022). All
applications were submitted by applicants with residence abroad using the online procedure.
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Trend of grants issued — 2019-2023 Supplementary Protection
Certificates (SPCs-PPPs)

(Clickable image)
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The 23 SPCs and PPPs issued in 2023 show a declining trend, already observed in the previous year, which
is in line with the decrease in the number of applications filed.

Pediatric extensions

On the other hand, of note is the data concerning pediatric extensions to SPCs previously filed and granted,
requesting an extension for additional 6 months of the certificate’s duration if the drug has undergone a
number of tests under the Pediatric Investigation Plan (PIP), a research and development program that
collects clinical data to verify the drug's suitability for use in the pediatric setting. In 2023, the number of
pediatric extensions granted was 20.
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Plant varieties rights
Trend and filing procedure - 2019-2023

(Clickable image)
100% 100%
18 / -~ 100%
16 90%
J N
14 / . 80%
75% "
12 62,5% 70
/ 60%
10
50%
8
40%
® 30%
4 20%
0 0%
2019 2020 2021 2022 2023
s DEPOSITI v % DEPOSITI ONLINE

Source: UIBM

In 2023, 3 of the 4 applications for new plant varieties rights were submitted using the DGPI-UIBM online
procedure, showing a marked decrease in the number of filings. During the year, no orders were issued to
grant plant varieties rights.
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Geographical distribution of applications in 2023*

(Clickable image)
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Twenty-five percent of applications for new plant varieties rights were submitted by applicants with
residence in the South of Italy or in Sicily and Sardinia, while the remaining percentage of applicants have

residence in the North-West of Italy
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Patents and utility models — Research institutes
and Universities

Trend of filings and final orders — 2019-2023

(Clickable image)
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In 2023, 423 applications for patents and utility models were filed by Research Institutes and Universities,
with an increase of approximately 13% vs. the previous year. Of the total number of applications
submitted, the DGPI-UIBM issued 379 final orders.
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IPC classification — Distribution of orders issued by sector in 2023*
(Clickable image)
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Based on the International Patent Classification (IPC), 26% of patents and utility models submitted by
Research Institutes and Universities granted in 2023 were in the sectors of "Human necessities”, followed
by the sectors of “Physics” and “Chemistry, Metallurgy”, both accounting for 21%.
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IPC classification — Distribution of orders issued by sector in 2023*

(Clickable image)
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Based on the International Patent Classification (IPC), 26% of patents and utility models submitted by
Research Institutes and Universities granted in 2023 were in the sectors of "Human necessities”, followed
by the sectors of “Physics” and “Chemistry, Metallurgy”, both accounting for 21%.
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Trademarks

In 2023, 63,433 applications for trademark registration were filed overall, including 41,811 first filings and
21,622 renewals, with a 4% increase vs. the previous year. Almost three-quarters of the overall number
of applications (approximately 73%) were filed with the UIBM using the online procedure, while the
remaining 27% were submitted with the Chambers of Commerce, Industry, Handcrafts and Agriculture or
by postal service (registered mail).
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Trend and filing procedure — 2019-2023 - First filings
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Source: UIBM

In 2023, the UIBM received 41,811 applications for new trademarks, with a slight increase as compared
to 2022, thus confirming the stable trend observed over the last five years. Little more than 67% of the
applications were filed using the online procedure: data concerning the online filing procedure show a
trend of constant increase over the last five years.
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Geographical distribution of applications in 2023* - First filings
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The geographical distribution of applicants for new trademarks by area of residence was rather balanced
across ltaly, with 26% in the North-West and the South of Italy and Sicily and Sardinia, followed by the
Center (24%) and the North-East of Italy (19%).

30

Dipartimento mercato e tutela

Direzione Generale per la Proprieta Industriale T
Ufficio Italiano Brevetti e Marchi L l B M

Rapporto 2023 _v1.5_ENG



Registrations of new trademarks and other final orders issued* -
2019-2023 - First filings

(Clickable image)
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*The final orders issued concern accepted, inadmissible, rejected and withdrawn applications.
Source: UIBM

Almost 39,000 new trademarks were registered in 2023, accounting for approximately 86% of the total
final orders issued by UIBM in the same year. This percentage confirms the decreasing trend observed
over the last years.
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Distribution of registrations (Nice classification) in 2023 - First filings

(Clickable image)
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The first two sectors, based on the Nice classification, with the highest number of trademarks registered
in 2023 are «Advertising» and «Education and Training», accounting for 24% and 23%, respectively, of the
total trademarks registered over the year. The third sector being “Clothing, footwear, headwear” (15%).

32

Dipartimento mercato e tutela

Direzione Generale per la Proprieta Industriale T
Ufficio Italiano Brevetti e Marchi L l I3 M

Rapporto 2023 _v1.5_ENG



Trend and filing procedure —2019-2023 - Renewals

(Clickable image)
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Source: UIBM

In 2023, the applications for trademark renewals submitted to the UIBM were more than 21,000, with a
slight increase vs. 2022. Most of them (81.4%) were filed by using the online procedure, thus showing a
rather stable trend in using this procedure over the last three years.
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Opposition to the registration of trademarks
Trend and filing procedure - 2019-2023
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Source: UIBM

After the sharp increase observed in 2022, a 13% decrease in the number of procedures of opposition to
the registration of trademarks was recorded in 2023. The online procedure confirmed to be the most used
filing procedure, with a constant increasing trend also in 2023, indeed, almost all filings (99.3%) were made
using this procedure.
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Outcome of filings in 2023

(Clickable image)
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In 2023, 2,787 oppositions to the registration of trademarks were completed by the UIBM: little more than
55% ended with an extinction order, while 34% ended with a decision accepting the opposition in whole or
in part.

35

Dipartimento mercato e tutela

Direzione Generale per la Proprieta Industriale T
Ufficio Italiano Brevetti e Marchi L l I3 M

Rapporto 2023 _v1.5_ENG



Historical Trademarks of National Interest
Trend of applications — 2020-2023
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Source: UIBM

Since 2020, when the Special Register of Historical Trademarks of National Interest was set up, a total of
771 applications have been submitted, of which 183 in 2023, with a slight increase as compared to the
previous year. These applications can only be submitted online.
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Outcome of the procedures — 2020-2023

(Clickable image)
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As of 31 December 2023, a total of 688 trademarks were listed in the Special Register of Historical
Trademarks. In 2023, out of 146 final orders issued by the UIBM, almost 94% of the applications submitted
were accepted. Historical trademarks, which have been used for more than 50 years, are an important
heritage for companies and for our country, since they are a symbol of excellence of the Italian productive
system and of the identity value of the local enterprises.
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Invalidity and revocation of trademarks

In 2023, the DGPI-UIBM received 163 applications for invalidity or revocation of currently valid registered
trademarks, including 77 applications for invalidity and 86 applications for revocation. Almost all
applications were submitted using the online procedure; only 3 applications for invalidity were submitted
with the Chambers of Commerce, Industry, Handcrafts and Agriculture.

The new procedure regarding the adoption of administrative measures to ascertain revocation or declare
the invalidity of the rights, as an alternative to the exercise of judicial action — which entered into force at
the end of last year — resulted in the acceptance of 17 applications, including 14 related to revocation and
3 to invalidity.
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Designs and models

Trend and filing procedures —2019-2023
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Source: UIBM

In 2023, over 1,200 applications for the registration of designs and models were submitted, for a total
number of 37,000 designs. The trend shows a 15% increase after the decrease reported during the two
previous years. The online procedure was the most commonly used, just like for the applications
concerning the other IP rights, accounting for 84.9%, while the remaining 15% of applications were filed
with the Chambers of Commerce, Industry, Handcrafts and Agriculture.
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Geographical distribution of applications in 2023*

(Clickable image)
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Source: UIBM

The region of residence of almost 26% of applicants who submitted applications for the registration of
designs and models is the North-West, followed by the Center and the North-East of Italy, accounting for
23% and 19%, respectively. Only 2% of the applications were submitted by applicants with residence
abroad.
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Registrazione disegni ed altri provvedimenti finali emessi* -
2019/2023
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*The final orders issued concern accepted, inadmissible, rejected and withdrawn applications.
Source: UIBM
Of the 1,306 final orders issued, almost 100% concerned the registration of designs and models.
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Distribution of registrations (Locarno classification) by sector in
2023*

(Clickable image)
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Among the first three sectors in which the highest number of designs and models were registered in 2023,
are the sectors of “Articles of clothing and haberdashery”, “Furnishing” and “Graphic symbols and logos,
surface patterns, ornamentation” which, together, account for approximately 39% of designs and models

registered overall in the reference year.
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Annotations and transcriptions

Trend and filing procedure —2019-2023 - Annotations

(Clickable image)
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In 2023, as compared to the previous year, there was a 7% increase in the number of applications for
annotations. Of the 5,673 total applications, almost all of them were submitted using the online

procedure.
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Trend of annotations accepted — 2019-2023

(Clickable image)
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Similarly to 2022, the number of final orders issued in 2023 has continued to grow, with a 5% increase.
The 5,754 applications for annotations accepted in 2023 are the highest number reached over the last
five years, in line with the peak of overall applications submitted.

L

Dipartimento mercato e tutela

Direzione Generale per la Proprieta Industriale T
Ufficio Italiano Brevetti e Marchi L l I3 M

Rapporto 2023 _v1.5_ENG



Trend and filing procedure — 2019-2023 - Transcriptions

(Clickable image)
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In 2023, the number of applications for transcriptions filed with the UIBM confirms, just like the previous
year, the decreasing trend with a 3% decrease vs. 2022. Also in this case, most users preferred the online
procedure for application submission (88.7%). The remaining 11.3% applications were filed with the
Chambers of Commerce, Industry, Handcrafts and Agriculture.
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Trend of transcriptions accepted in 2019-2023

(Clickable image)
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In 2023, 4,962 final orders to accept applications for transcriptions were issued, with a 4% increase vs. the
previous year. In 2023, similarly to annotations, the number of transcriptions accepted was the highest
over the last 5 years.
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Regulation

LiBM

Regolamentare

Consistently with provisions set forth in the “Lines of Intervention on Industrial Property for the 2021-2023
period" for the three years of reference, in 2023, the Directorate General continued its activities aimed at
reforming the Industrial Property system. The result is the definition of a comprehensive approach to
make access to the IP system easier and more effective, by strengthening the protection of IP rights,
supporting the processes needed to enhance IP rights and thus contributing to support the productive and
research systems.

The reform of the Industrial Property Code, enforced by Law No. 102 of 24 July 2023, amending the Code,
and the contribution to the recent “Made in Italy” Law (Law No. 206 of 27 December 2023), were two
priorities on which the DGPI-UIBM focused its regulatory operations.
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The "Made in Italy” Law - "Organic provisions for the valorization, promotion and protection of Made in Italy”
includes a series of legislative interventions aimed at strengthening regulations on anti-counterfeiting and
Italian Sounding that the Directorate, also in its coordinating role within CNALCIS (National Council for the
Fight against Counterfeiting and Italian Sounding), has been promoting, including a specialized training of
judges on anti-counterfeiting (Art. 50), the amendment of Article 260 of the Italian Code of Criminal
Procedure on the destruction of seized counterfeited goods (Art. 53) and inclusion of specific provisions
aimed at minimizing the drafting of the minutes for the seizure of counterfeited goods by law
enforcement authorities (Art. 54).
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Industrial Property reform

In August 2023, Law No. 102 of 24 July came into force, amending the Industrial Property Code (referred
to in Legislative Decree of 10 February 2005, No. 30), which was a central point of the improvement of
the IP protection system in the “Strategic lines of intervention on industrial property for the 2021-2023
period”.

The provision, which also falls under Mission 1, Component 2 “Digitalization, innovation and
competitiveness of the productive system” of the National Recovery and Resilience Plan approved by the
Council of Ministers on 29 April 2021, and was the only reform of the National Recovery and Resilience
Plan (NRRP) assigned to the Ministry of Enterprises and Made in Italy, was drafted and managed by the
DGPI-UIBM throughout its entire process with the purpose of achieving two main goals:

e Using IP protection to enhance Italian competitiveness;
e Streamlining and digitalizing administrative procedures.
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After more than 10 years of attempts, the approval of the changes to the Industrial Property Code
represents an important milestone that contribute to facilitating access to the IP system and
strengthening the value of IP rights (trademarks, patents and designs) for the Italian productive system.
Moreover, the IP reform was completed with the adoption of interministerial decree No. 257/2023 signed
by the Minister of Enterprises and Made in Italy and the Minister of University and Research to incorporate
the "Guidelines for the regulation of contractual relationships between research structures and bodies financing
research activities".

Finally, the DGPI-UIBM has issued a set of explanatory circulars related to administrative procedures on

IP (the adjustment of stamp duty fees to allow digital payments; the possibility of claiming a foreign
priority when filing a national application for a patent, a trademark or a design by sending to UIBM the
unique code associated with the foreign priority application provided by WIPO; the possibility, limited to
national patent applications, to pay filing fees within one calendar month from the date of application
submission, maintaining the relevant filing date unchanged; validation of European patent applications in
Italy).
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MAIN CHANGES INTRODUCED BY THE REFORM OF THE INDUSTRIAL
PROPERTY CODE

e Easier access to IP rights and their enhancement: the new version of Art. 65 of the IPC and Art.
65bis encourages the transfer of results from public research innovation system to the business
system;

e Abolition of the “professor privilege” (Art. 3) aimed at facilitating technological transfer to the
productive system, which provides that the ownership of inventions is transferred to the
organization to which the inventor belongs, allowing the researcher to file the patent application
independently only in the event of inactivity by that organization;

e Streamlining of IP rights granting for users with consequent reduction of expected times,
streamlining of procedures and simplified access to the protections provided for: with regard to
these aspects, the IPC reform includes the temporary protection of designs and models at fairs,
as well as the possibility to pay the fees for the submission of patent applications not only at filing,
but also afterwards, within one month, as allowed by several European countries, the European
Patent Office (EPO) and the World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO), without prejudice to
the filing date;

e Greater degree of protection of IP rights, thanks to provisions of Art. 2 (temporary protection of
designs and models at trade fairs), Art. 5 (relationship between European and Italian patents), Art.
22 (elimination of the restrictions to the possibility of seizure of counterfeit products exhibited at
trade fairs) and Art. 26 (prohibition to bring multiple invalidity and decay actions against the same
trademark):

e Strengthening of Italy’s role among European and international institutions on IP issues, with
provisions of Art. 11 on the direct effect of the registration in the European Paten Registry of acts
relating to an application or a European patent and the abolition of transcription at the UIBM, of
Art. 13 on the extension of the use of digital services at foreign organizations, Art. 19 on the
adjustment of new provisions concerning the national examination procedure of international
patent applications and Art. 26 on the enforceability of the invalidity procedure for trademarks to
protect the image and reputation of Italy;

o Enhancement of the protection of geographical indications and designation of origin, an asset
of crucial importance for Italy, with the prohibition to register evocative, usurpative or imitative
trademarks, and broadening the range of cases where an opposition procedure can be initiated
against imitative PDO trademarks, which have always been the pride of Made in Italy.
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EU legislative reforms

Aﬁ.w'[ g" ‘

In 2023, at the European legislative level, the DGTPI-UIBM continued to be engaged in collaborations with
the other Administrations concerned. Active participation in the negotiations, within the EU Council, led to
the issuing of EU Regulation No. UE 2023/2411 concerning the protection of geographical indications for
craft and industrial products, the full application of which is scheduled starting from 1 December 2025, by
integrating the protection already applied to the internal market for geographical indications in the agri-
food sector.

In continuity with the activities carried out during the previous year, the DGTPI-UIBM focused on the
continuation of works under the Digital Service Act (DSA), by supporting the Administrations involved
through the drafting and exchange of comments and contributions.

Moreover, the Directorate has actively participated in the works of the Council within the framework of
the EU working group on Intellectual Property which discussed the European Commission’s proposals on
Standard Essential Patents (SEPs), Supplementary Protection Certificates (SPCs) and Compulsory
Licenses for crisis management, in order to reach a general orientation of the EU Member States on these
topics.

Finally, at the international level, the multilateral collaboration continued on topics already addressed in
2022 in the framework of Group B and Group B plus, in particular on the harmonization of patent
legislation on the grace period, and EU issues related to the TRIPs Agreement (Agreement on Trade-
Related Aspects of Intellectual Property Rights) within the World Trade Organization (WTO).
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VValorization

LiBM

Valorizzare

The large and growing involvement of the business and academic worlds into the investment measures
promoted over the last few years by the DGPI-UIBM to enhance research results, promote Industrial
Property rights in business strategies and encourage the transfer of scientific results from the academic
world to the productive world, have confirmed the strategic importance of continuing to invest financial

resources in this area.
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In 2023, new calls for incentives addressed to enterprises were published - "Disegni+" [Designs+],
“Marchi+" [Trademarks+] and “Brevetti+" [Patents+] — with €32 million overall. The possibility to submit
applications was closed in record time, due to the exhaustion of the overall financial resources available,
as compared to the number of applications submitted, thus confirming the interest of the national
productive world in these measures and programs which have become crucial for the support and
promotion of IP right enhancement programs.

Other important actions implemented by the DGPI-UIBM in 2023 to encourage the spreading of scientific
know-how from research to the productive world are the initiatives concerning the communication and
technology transfer of research results, including the publication of the new edition of the call for funds
for the “promotion abroad of collective trademarks and certifications”, the launch of an award to the best
patents (IPA Competition) and the upgrading of the Knowledge Share platform for information exchange
on research results.

The overall range of investment measures promoted by the DGPI-UIBM in 2023 allocated €34.4 million.
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Projects
Brevetti+ [Patents+] 2022
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Supporting the innovative and competitive capacity of SMEs through the enhancement and economic

exploitation of patents on national and international markets are the main goals of the €30 million funding,
€10 million of which from the National Recovery and Resilience Plan (NRRP), provided by the Directorate
to the historical call Brevetti+ [Patents+] 2022 to purchase specialized services for industrialization and
engineering, organization and development, as well as technological transfer of patents.

In 2023, the procedures for the assessment of the 403 applications submitted by enterprises through
Invitalia as the managing body were completed, 63% of which were admitted to receiving the funds.

Please click here to view the main results achieved in 2023.
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Brevetti+ [Patents+] 2023

The Brevetti+ [Patents+] measure, addressed to micro-, small- and medium-sized enterprises, including

innovative startups, was funded again in 2023 with €20 million.

With regard to this measure, aimed at purchasing specialized services for industrialization and
engineering, organization and development, as well as technological transfer of patents, the submission
of applications was opened on 24 October 2023 and was closed on the same day due to exhaustion of the
overall financial resources available.

In 2023, the procedure for the assessment of applications started: SMEs that pass this selection phase
will receive incentives up to a maximum of €140,000 for each project, with the aim of supporting
companies to purchase a wide range of specialized services needed to commercially exploit the patented
ideas.

Please click here to view the main results achieved in 2023.
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Marchi+ [Trademarks+] 2022
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In 2023, Unioncamere, being the managing body, continued the assessment of the applications submitted
in 2022 under the Marchi+ [Trademarks+] 2022 call aimed at supporting SMEs in protecting EU and
international trademarks.

Of the 1,531 applications submitted over the 15 days after the electronic filing system was opened in
October 2022, 1,467 applications were admitted to receive the financial incentive, of which 166 (11.3%) in
2022 and 1,301 (88.7%) in 2023.

Compared to the previous call, these grants include the following new elements:

e Anincrease to 80% for the coverage of registration fees for European Union trademarks and to
90% for registration fees for international trademarks;

e Anincrease of the overall maximum amount to be granted for an international trademark up to
€9,000;

e An increase in the amount to be granted to each enterprise up to €25,000 for more than one
application.

Please click here to view the main results achieved in 2023.
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March|+ [Trademarks+] 2023

In 2023, the Marchi+ [Trademarks+] call was allocated an additional €2 million funding.

This measure, addressed to micro-, small- and medium-sized enterprises, is intended to grant funds for
the purchasing of specialized services for the protection of trademarks abroad, both within the EU
(registration with the European Union Intellectual Property Office) and globally (registration with the
World Intellectual Property Organization).

The electronic procedure for the submission of applications was opened on 21 November 2023 and was
closed on the same day due to exhaustion of the overall financial resources available. This confirm that
SMEs are increasingly aware of the strategic value of Industrial Property for competitiveness on the
markets.

In 2023, the procedure for the evaluation of the 1,410 applications submitted started, in chronologic order
of submission.

Please click here to view the main results achieved in 2023.
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Disegni+ [Designs+] 2022

N

Disegni+ [Designs+] 2022 is an incentive aimed at supporting SMEs to carry out projects for the
enhancement of a single design/model or multiple designs/models included in the same filing which have
been registered since 1 January 2020 at the UIBM or the European Union Intellectual Property Office
(EUIPQ) or the World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPQ). In the latter case, the essential
requirement is that Italy must be among the designated countries.

Of the submitted applications, 81% (out of 520 applications received) were admitted to receiving funds,
for a total amount of more than €18 million of funds granted. In 2023, the DGPI-UIBM, through
Unioncamere as the managing body, completed the activities for the assessment of the applications
submitted by enterprises under the call launched in 2022 that allocated a total amount of €14 million.

Please click here to view the main results achieved in 2023.
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Disegni+ [Designs+] 2023

- 7

In 2023, small- and medium-sized enterprises confirmed their interest in supporting programs aimed at
enhancing industrial designs and models: for Disegni+ [Designs+] 2023, having an overall budget of €10
million, the online call for online submission was opened on 7 November 2023 and closed on the same
day due to exhaustion of the financial resources available by the 671 applications submitted to the
managing body (Unioncamere).

This incentive, which aims at supporting innovative and competitive capacity of SMEs in order to
strengthen their competitiveness on the national and international markets, provided grants for the
purchase of specialized services to enhance designs/models for their manufacturing and/or launch on the
market. In 2023, the procedure for the evaluation of applications began.

Please click here to view the main results achieved in 2023.
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Promotion abroad of collective trademarks and
certifications in 2022
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In 2023, the examination of applications submitted to request funds under this measure aimed at
supporting the promotion abroad of Italian collective trademarks and certifications continued, with a total
investment of approximately €2.5 million allocated in 2022.

The call objective is to support, promote and protect Italian production and excellence, as factors of
identity and economic growth, both in Italy and abroad.

Of the 54 applications submitted in 2022, 40 applications were admitted for a total amount of around
€4.5 million.

Since the amount of funds requested was far higher than the available resources, it was necessary to
adjust the projects for the enhancement of trademarks by potential beneficiaries. When the merit
evaluation of the adjusted projects was completed, there were 39 applicants who submitted applications
for a total amount of 2.48 million. Among the 39 beneficiaries, a consortium withdrew a few months after
the granting of funds.
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With regard to the nature of beneficiaries, 29 out of 38 were protection consortia, which confirmed to be
the most common type of beneficiaries, while other organizations of associative and cooperative nature
representing production categories participated to a lesser extent.

The analysis of the geographical distribution of the applications for incentives reflects an active
participation by regions in the North and Center of Italy, thus highlighting a significant number of consortia
and associations involved in the protection and promotion of collective trademarks, in a developed
entrepreneurial local context which is ready to capitalize on the funds provided under this incentive.

With regard to the type of trademarks involved in the promotional project, the organizations operating in
the agri-food sector prevail, thus confirming that collective trademarks have a strong value as a tool for
the protection and enhancement of Italian products strongly bound to the local area and culture.

Please click here to view the main results achieved in 2023.
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Promotion abroad of collective trademarks and
certifications 2023

Starting from 27 December 2023, it was possible to submit applications for incentives, for a maximum of

€150,000, under measures aimed at promoting collective trademarks and certifications abroad within 6
months after the granting of funds.

With an overall budget of almost €2.4 million, this call is addressed to associations representing
production categories, protection consortia as per Article No. 53 of Law No. 128 of 24 April 1998, and
other organizations of associative and cooperative nature, which can submit projects for the purchase of
specialized services for participation in fairs or exhibitions, international fairs and side events, for the
organization of seminars and meetings with foreign operators, for the implementation of communication
activities on the foreign market and the creation of virtual communities to support the trademarks.

A high number of applications were submitted also in this edition of the call, in particular from some
regions of the North of Italy and with a prevalence of applications submitted by protection consortia.

Please click here to view the main results achieved in 2023.
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In 2023, the management activities related to the 94 projects admitted to the funds continued. The

projects were aimed at the technological transfer of scientific results achieved by Universities, Public
Research Bodies (Enti Pubblici di Ricerca, EPR) and Scientific Institutes for Research, Hospitalization and
Healthcare (Istituti di Ricovero e Cura a Carattere Scientifico, IRCCS) to the production world, by
encouraging industrial application through the enhancement of patents and expansion of patents.

The DGPI-UIBM managed the relationships with the 74 beneficiaries - 50 Universities, 18 Scientific
Institutes for Research, Hospitalization and Healthcare — in order to monitor the advancement of
exchange and collaboration projects between the research system and the business world and the
creation of new highly-specialized professionals, including Knowledge Transfer Managers and Innovation
Promoters.

Please click here to view the main results achieved in 2023.
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Knowledge Share platform

The figures

In 2023, the DGPI-UIBM continued to encourage collaboration between public research and industry
under the Knowledge Share project, financed with the resources of the National Recovery and Resilience
Plan (NRRP).

From 29 to 31 March, a set of events took place with an innovative digital format — TECH COLLIDER: a
Knowledge Share event — to present, deepen and share the impact and future scenarios of some
innovations resulting from the projects funded under the DGPI-UIBM “Proof of Concept” call, thanks to
which the research bodies managed to increase the technological maturity of patented inventions and
attract new synergies from the industrial world.

Several themes and technological areas were discussed among the most important players in the
institutional scenario of innovation: Healthcare & Biomedical, Green Tech, Renewable Energy Sources,
Construction & Architecture, Industry 4.0.
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POC 2022 call

In 2023, the procedure for the evaluation of applications submitted to receive NRRP funds under the Proof
of Concept (POC) call launched on 28 July 2022 was completed. The call was opened to programs for the
enhancement of patents and patent applications held by organizations belonging to the research world.
The call, promoted by the DGPI-UIBM, is managed by Invitalia which, at the end of the evaluation
procedures of the 37 applications received, admitted 26 projects to funding, with the allocation of the
overall budget of €8.5 million of NRRP funds, increased by €381,000 of additional resources from the
NRRP and €2 million of national funds.

The programs funded allow for the enhancement of 195 patents, which help increase the technological
and innovation level of the national productive system and will contribute to achieving the target set in
the NRRP by 2025.

Please click here to view the main results achieved in 2023.
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Open to Italian universities, national Public Research Bodies and Scientific Institutes for Research,

Hospitalization and Healthcare holding patents, the third edition of the “Intellectual Property Award”
competition was promoted in November in collaboration with Netval and Invitalia in order to enhance and
award the best research patents uploaded on the Knowledge Share platform in six technological areas,
which represent important challenges in research and innovation.

The objective of this initiative is to highlight the strong potential for innovation of the Italian public
research system and its contribution to technological progress and economic growth, as confirmed by the
scientific results achieved and protected by the filing of related patents.

The competition dedicated a special award to “Female Entrepreneurship” for the best patents, one for
each of the six technological areas, promoted by research teams including at least 50% of female
members.
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2023 Results

e 6 research and innovation technological areas: Med tech, Climatech, Agritech, The Energy of the
Future, The Future from the Space, The Future of the City;

e 224 patents for which applications were submitted, including: 88 in Med tech, 29 in Climatech, 33
in Agritech, 29 in The Energy of the Future, 15 in The Future from the Space, 30 in The Future of
the City;

e 41 participants, including 34 Universities, 3 Public Research Bodies and 4 Scientific Institutes for
Research, Hospitalization and Healthcare;

e £€10,000 was the award assigned to each winner in each of the six technological areas and to the
special awards to “Female Entrepreneurship” to be used for the economic enhancement of
patents.

Please click here to download the infographics.
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Promotion

UiBM

Promuovere

Information, awareness and communication are the key strategic points to strengthen and keep focus on
the value of Industrial Property rights and the negative value of counterfeiting.

The DGPI-UIBM so strongly believes in this concept that in 2023, following the path already undertaken
for several years, focused its actions on the organization and implementation to provide information and
disseminate IP culture at 360 degrees.

These activities include communication campaigns, multimedia videos and exhibitions addressed to
consumers to disseminate the message of the value of authenticity and innovation, the implementation
of broader information and debate initiatives, also addressed to institutional public and experts of the
sector, such as the well-known Anticounterfeiting Week. Several educational projects see young people
as privileged target audience through their involvement in moments that are didactic and playful at the
same time to reflect on the damage caused by the counterfeit market and to increase their knowledge of
the value of original and Made-in-Italy products, while having fun.
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There is also a number of information activities to support the production system, in particular SMEs, to
spread and strengthen knowledge of the value of IP rights and encourage the use of Industrial Property
in business strategies to raise companies’ competitive positions on global markets.

The DGPI-UIBM plays the crucial role of coordination of the different actors — both public and private —
for the joint definition and implementation of the national anticounterfeiting policy. Equally strategic and
fundamental is participation and contribution of the DGPI-UIBM in the main European and international
fora in order to enhance IP, prevent infringements and fight counterfeiting.

Several other initiatives have been implemented to reach consumers, enterprises and institutions,
including the conduct of analyses and studies on the counterfeiting phenomenon, the participation in trade
fairs and the promotion of information services to users.

All the initiatives share a common goal: improving the IP protection system.
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Services to the public
- !

Among the activities that the DGPI-UIBM has been carrying out over the last few years, there are services

addressed to users concerning the protection and promotion of Industrial Property as well as the
prevention and fight against the counterfeit market.

Contact Center

In 2023, the requests for support received by the Contact Center increased by 24% vs. previous year. The
Contact Center, which provides information and support to citizens, enterprises and professionals about
administrative procedures for the submission of applications and maintenance of IP rights, received a total
of 55,587 requests for support, 18,971 of which were e-mails and 36,616 were phone calls. Moreover, in
2023, there was a significant increase of 41% in the number of requests for technical and IT support on
the functioning of the online portal for filing applications concerning IP rights and related requests,
provided by a specifically-trained team of operators: besides the 7,779 requests received via e-mail and
phone calls until March 2023, additional 20,329 requests were received via e-mail and chat, which
replaced phone calls, since April 2023.
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L'esperto risponde

The services addressed to the public include “L'Esperto risponde” [The expert answers] service which, in
2023, reported an increase in requests of 77% vs. 2022, with almost 2,300 appointments booked overall
(1,122 of which via phone and 1,177 via e-mail) to ask for specialized second-level support for specific
files under examination at the UIBM by the expert examiner.

Sala pubblico

In 2023 also the “Sala pubblico” service increased the number of face-to-face appointments: 51 meetings
took place to provide support on filing procedures, database queries, consultation of documents,
document reproduction and release of copies, filing of responses to the Office's requests, international
patent applications (PCT) and requests for authorization to filing abroad as well as guidance towards
technological anticounterfeiting solutions.

LAC- Linea Diretta Anticontraffazione

Another service for users free of charge is Linea Diretta Anticontraffazione [Direct Anticounterfeiting Line]
managed by the DGPI-UIBM in collaboration with specialized staff of the Italian Financial Police (GdF),
detached to work at the Ministry of Enterprises and Made in Italy (MIMIT). Through the LAC, consumers
and enterprises owners of Industrial property rights can report, via e-mail or phone call, any suspected
counterfeiting actions to start a procedure which will verify and fight these infringements both in Italy and
abroad. In 2023, the LAC received 211 reports overall, 51 of which related to suspected infringements of
Industrial Property rights. Of these reports, 90% concerned the online market. The most reported sectors
were sportswear, footwear, watchmaking and perfumery. Lombardy, Friuli-Venezia Giulia, Sicily and
Latium were the regions that reported the highest number of cases to the LAC.
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Training and Communication
UIBM Academy

Every year UIBM Academy organizes meetings and seminars addressed to the academic world, as well as
to the consultancy and entrepreneurial systems aimed at increasing knowledge on Industrial property.
The main topics covered during the webinars organized in 2023 are: Artificial Intelligence, Industrial
Property Code changes, international evaluation of intangible assets, metaverse, pharmaceutical patents
and rights on inventions.
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Patlib e PIP

There are 39 Patent Library (PatLib) and Patent Information Point (PIP) scattered all over Italy and
coordinated by the DGPI-UIBM with the purpose of promoting and protecting Industrial Property by
providing direct support and information to enterprises, researchers, inventors and students.

The Italian network of patent information centers is part of the larger European network, which includes
more than 300 patent information centers coordinated by the European Patent Office (EPO) within the
PATLIB 2.0 project.
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Master sulla PI

IP Valorisation for Knowledge Exchange & Impact”
Master Activity Report 2023 - DGPI-UIBM

In 2023 took place the second edition of the “IP Valorisation for Knowledge Exchange & Impact” (KEI)
Master. The Master aims at training new professionals in the field of the protection and industrial
valorisation of Italian public research.

Open Innovation & Intellectual Property”
Master Activity Report 2023 - DGPI-UIBM

The Open Innovation & IP Master, now in its eighth edition, aims at training experts in innovation and
intellectual property, with specific skills on the entire life cycle of innovation: from idea conception,
creation to protection up to commercial exploitation and anti-competitive uses. The Master was organized
by the Luiss Business School and the University of Turin in collaboration with DGPI-UIBM.
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Entrepreneurial Association Table

Through the annual meetings held at the DGPI-UIBM premises — aimed at jointly defining the activities to
carry out for IP rights-holding enterprises — and the monthly newsletter on the main national, European
and international topics, which disseminate strategies and initiatives in favor of SMEs concerning the
promotion and protection of IP implemented by the Directorate, the Entrepreneurial Association Table
represents a privileged forum for cooperation between the institutional world and the business system.
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Initiatives for young people
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In 2023, young people were the main target of the actions promoted and implemented by the DGPI-

UIBM to raise awareness on the value of Industrial Property and Made in Italy, as well as on the negative

impact of counterfeiting.

78

Dipartimento mercato e tutela

Direzione Generale per la Proprieta Industriale
Ufficio Italiano Brevetti e Marchi U l B M

Rapporto 2023 _v1.5_ENG



The figures

e Approximately 350 students from secondary schools based in Rome Municipality were involved
in the third edition of the “"Anticounterfeiting Day for Students”, which was held on 23 October in
Ostia and was broadcast in live streaming for all schools in Italy and Italian schools based abroad;

e 56 multimedia projects on anticounterfeiting presented to students from secondary schools
across ltaly as part of the “LC Educational” competition, implemented in collaboration with the
Italian Ministry of Education and Merit; 19 audiovisual productions awarded at regional and
national level; 5 students who developed the best videos at national level, who were selected to
attend a 5-day stage at Istituto Cine-TV Roberto Rossellini in Rome;

e 104 diaries developed by secondary schools of first and second degree across Italy (Calabria,
Campania, Emilia-Romagna, Latium, Lombardy, Piedmont, Apulia, Tuscany and Umbria regions)
during the second edition of Diario della creativita [Creativity Diary] initiative, which encourages
students to carry out innovative activities and teaches them the importance of protecting the
related outcomes. The awarding ceremony took place on 29 May 2023;

e Anevent called “Innovation Day”, implemented within the “lo sono Originale” project, to involve
students from Italian Universities in a program of enhancement and protection of Industrial
Property. «Technology and Innovation to Support the fight against counterfeiting» was the title of
the «Day» held on 12 December 2023;

e 2 multimedia videos - “Made in Italy” and «ltalia Geniale» - developed in collaboration with
Istituto Cine TV R. Rossellini in Rome, to disseminate the meaning and the value of the “Made in
Italy” concept for young generations and to promote the Italian history of industrial design and
creativity, showing the evolution and characteristics of iconic objects of industrial design and
patents.
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Anticounterfeiting Week

Settimana .
Anticontraffazione

La lotta al falso passa anche da te.

The Anticounterfeiting Week is one of the most important communication initiatives carried out by the
DGPI-UIBM to raise awareness of consumers and enterprises on the risks and damages caused by the
commercialization of fake products every year since 2016.

During the eighth edition, which took place from 23 to 27 October 2023, representatives of the
institutions, police forces, business and consumer associations and experts had the opportunity to share
actions, experiences and insights on the counterfeit market. The debate focused on the impact of the most
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recent innovations introduced in the field of enforcement, regulatory and digital on counterfeiting, with a
look at opportunities, risks and future developments for the protection of Industrial Property. The “Week"
opened with an in-formative event addressed to young people. An important appointment from a political
point of view was the inaugural meeting of the new National Council for the Fight against Counterfeiting
and Italian Sounding (CNALCIS).

Moreover, a flyer — “"ContraffAZIONE. Come tutelarsi dal mercato del falso” — was published in the section
of the UIBM website dedicated to the Anticounterfeiting Week, which provided consumers with some
practical advice on how to protect themselves from counterfeiting by avoiding to making illegal purchases
and how to protect themselves in the event of an unaware purchase of a non-original product. The
messages of legality promoted during the “Week" were further strengthened by the broadcasting, on TV
channels and social media, of the communication campaign “Comprare prodotti falsi non € mai un buon
affare” [Buying fake products is never a good deal].

Please click here to view the main results achieved in 2023.

Trade fairs
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The Fairs

Within a Memorandum of Understanding signed by the DGPI-UIBM and the Industry Trade Fair Committee
(Comitato Fiere Industria, CFl) associated with Confindustria, the Directorate has participated in national
trade fairs dedicated to several production sectors over the last few years.
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“UIBMinFiera” provides for the presence of UIBM staff in the various trade fairs in order to:
e Provide information about access to the IP system and the use and economic exploitation of IP
rights;
e Raise awareness on the dangerous implications of the counterfeit market and the tools available
to fight this phenomenon, both on the Italian and foreign markets.
In 2023, “UIBMinFiera” attended events held in 4 Italian cities — Verona, Bari, Bologna and Milan - in
several sectors: from agri-food to comics, from crafts to green-sustainable, with more than 100 meetings
with enterprises (also new generation ones) and the involvement of 3 schools from Veneto at their
exhibition booth.

Analyses and studies

In 2023, the publication of studies and research reports carried out by the DGPI-UIBM focused on topics
ranging from Italian patents in aerospace, the risk of online counterfeiting in automotive and young
people’s perception of the counterfeit market, from the results obtained thanks to the PATLIB and PIP
networks, to the IPERICO annual analysis of data on counterfeit product seizures.
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Aerospace patents

Italy ranks fourth in Europe by number of aerospace patents filed: the analysis of data from this strategic
sector shows, year by year, the growing contribution of our country to the aerospace sector. In 2023, the
UIBM dedicated a Report to the contribution of Italian patents to the development of the aerospace
industry.
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Online counterfeiting in the automotive sector

During the eighth edition of the Anticounterfeiting week, in collaboration with Indicam and ANFIA and with
the technical contribution by Fondazione Ugo Bordoni (FUB) and Digital Content Protection (DCP), the
DGPI-UIBM presented the findings of an analysis aimed at identifying the extent, characteristics,
connections and specificities, if any, of online counterfeiting and other offenses in the automotive sector.

Young people’s perception of counterfeiting

Young consumers’ perception of counterfeiting phenomenon was at the center of the survey
“Venduti ai minori” — 2023 Edition — conducted, as part of a collaboration with the DGPI-UIBM, by MOIGE
— Movimento Italiano Genitori Onlus, whose results were presented during the third edition of the
“Anticounterfeiting Day for Students” on 23 October 2023.

IPERICO REPORT: data on the seizure of counterfeit products in Italy

In 2023, the DGPI-UIBM prepared and published the IPERICO 2022 Report, in line with the goal of
increasing knowledge about the counterfeit phenomenon through the systematic collection of data on

counterfeit product seizures by police forces in Italy. The Report describes law enforcement activities
carried out on the territory to fight the counterfeit market in the 2008-2021 period, with special focus on
2021 data.
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International activities

In 2023, the DGPI-UIBM consolidated its active role in European and international activities, through
diligent participation in institutional meetings and initiatives on topics related to Industrial Property, as
well as through the collaboration and strengthening of institutional relationships with the main EU and
global relevant bodies.

In particular, the DGPI-UIBM committed to identifying SMEs' needs, in order to provide them with policy
and financial supporting tools, to encourage post-pandemic economic recovery, support digital transition
and increase environmental sustainability.

The political representation of the DGTPI-UIBM, exercised with the right to vote at the international and
EU bodies responsible for the administration of Industrial Property rights, is also expressed in the
participation in the meetings of the Boards of Directors, the General Assemblies, the thematic Committees
and the Working Groups of EUIPO, CPVO, EPO, WIPO, UPOV.

Moreover, following the G7 conference held in 2022, the DGPI-UIBM participated in the “G7 Heads of IP
Office Conversation 2023" during the Japanese Presidency, which adopted a joint declaration on the
promotion of a positive IP culture, of diversity and inclusion as well as of IP right protection in the new
digital contexts, including the metaverse.
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European and international cooperation
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At EU level, the DGPI-UIBM has strengthened its collaboration with EUIPO - European Union Intellectual
Property Office, by continuing to focus efforts on projects concerning the convergence of administrative
procedures, the cooperation in the field of information technology and the promotion of financial and non-
financial measures to support SMEs.
In particular, the Directorate was involved in supporting and promoting the following projects such as the
European Union Intellectual Property Network (EUIPN) and the European Information IP Centre (EIPIC)
project. Among the initiatives promoted by EUIPO and supported by the Directorate, the European fund
called “Ideas Powered for Business” (SME Fund) is particularly important, having the goal of providing
financial support to small- and medium-sized enterprises for the registration of trademarks, designs and
patents at national and EU level. In 2023, the Italian SMEs were the main beneficiaries of EUIPO grants
on a European and national scale.
The collaboration with the European Patent Office (EPO) continued with regard to the implementation and
monitoring of the three-year agreement for 2021-2023, extended until June 2024. In 2023, the
Directorate was involved in the public consultation and debate with the national offices for the definition
of the new EPO Strategic Plan 2028, which will be approved next year during the Board of Directors'
meeting. The DGPI-UIBM also took part in the initiatives aimed at promoting the European patent with
unitary effect.

86

Dipartimento mercato e tutela

Direzione Generale per la Proprieta Industriale T
Ufficio Italiano Brevetti e Marchi L l B M

Rapporto 2023 _v1.5_ENG



With regard to the Council and the European Commission, the Directorate participated in the sessions of
the Working Groups on Intellectual Property, of the Industrial Property Experts Group (GIPP), and in the
TRIPs informal meetings.

In 2023, the Directorate strengthened its technical support to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and
International Cooperation (MAECI) and the central administrations involved (Ministry of Justice, Ministry
of Economy and Finance and DPE) to ensure Italy’s participation in the works of the Administrative
Committee and the Budget Committee of the Unified Patent Court (UPC). Moreover, the Directorate
supported the process of setting up and launching the new section of the central division of the Unified
Patent Court in Milan, scheduled from 27 June 2024, as well as the construction phase of the Patent
Mediation and Arbitration Center of the new Court.

On the international stage, the Directorate participated, in presence and remotely, in the WIPO General
Assemblies and intensified its collaboration with the Member States of the Lisbon Union to support
initiatives aimed at the protection of Geographical indications in the WIPO setting and the promotion of
the new EU Regulation on geographical indications for craft and industrial products, approved on 9
October 2023, which will enter into force on 1 December 2025 in the 27 EU Member States.

87

Dipartimento mercato e tutela

Direzione Generale per la Proprieta Industriale T
Ufficio Italiano Brevetti e Marchi | ) I I 3 M

Rapporto 2023 _v1.5_ENG



On 26 October 2023, the National Council for the Fight against Counterfeiting and Italian Sounding
(CNALCIS) held the plenary meeting for the period 2023-2025. Chaired by the Minister of Enterprises and
Made in Italy, Sen. Adolfo Urso, the CNALCIS — whose composition was established by the Ministerial

Decree of 12 June 2023 - shared the initial strategic lines for the period of reference.

Thanks to its role of Secretariat, played by the DGPI-UIBM with the objective of promoting synergies
among the 13 central administrations and the 25 institutions and bodies of the 2 Permanent Consultative
Committees of the Police Forces and the Productive Forces of the Council, and of identifying common
fields to strengthen their anticounterfeiting actions, the CNALCIS will be engaged, in the next two years,
in the implementation of concrete actions of fight against the counterfeit market, also through the
operations of thematic working groups. The ongoing and scheduled actions will be shared during a plenary
meeting and will be included in an “Anticounterfeiting working plan for 2023-2025", a document that will
implement the national policy on counterfeiting.
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italization

UiBM

Digitalizzare

In 2023, too, UIBM efforts towards administrative streamlining and digitalization moved along two main
lines: improving the Industrial Property protection system by using rapid and effective procedures and
by integrating the existing systems and applications; and encouraging the use of IP - especially by SMEs

- through easier access to patent information.
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Information technology enhancement

In line with the activities aimed at enhancing the DGPI-UIBM information technology infrastructures and
databases implemented in previous years, 2023 saw the implementation of digital strengthening actions
at Front-end and Back-office levels, in order to bring the systems into compliance with the new regulatory
provisions resulting from amendments to the Industrial Property Code. Additionally, at the level of
Databases, were introduced new functions for text search in invention and utility model documents, along
with the possibility of contextual export of the results obtained, in particular, with regard to Front-end,
users can now pay any stamp duties concerning I.P. applications in fully digital mode, on the PagoPA
portal. Moreover, by joining the WIPO DAS (Digital Access Service) Office Portal as “Accessing Office” in
October 2023, the UIBM gave users the opportunity to submit in Italy a patent, utility model, trademark
or design applications, claiming one or more priorities under Article 4 of the Paris Union Convention for
the Protection of Industrial Property, by simply entering the unique DAS code associated with the priority
document in the original language.

Last but not least, since March 2023, the new technical support WebChat service for online submission of
IP rights applications and related procedures has been implemented and made available to users on the
homepage of the web portal.

National Recovery and Resilience Plan (PNRR)

In November 2023, in line with the provisions of the #NextGenerationltalia National Recovery and
Resilience Plan (Mission 1, Component 2 “Digitalization, innovation and competitiveness in the production
system”), implementation activities were started for the development of a new online platform aimed at
enhancing the services offered and, in particular to:

e Strengthen the system infrastructure, also by defining a new and more efficient logical and
physical architecture while using the new enabling technologies;

e Improve the existing services as well the reliability, availability and completeness of published
data;

e Improve and streamline internal and external user experience;

e Provide new specialized services to enterprises, investors, professionals, and all those who work
in the field.
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https://uibm.mise.gov.it/images/Circolare626.pdf
https://servizionline.uibm.gov.it/deposito-online-new/pubblica/index.html

Trademarks on EUIPO blockchain network and
“history powered by blockchain” service

Following the activities launched at the end of 2022, when the UIBM was among the first countries to
join the shared European network based on Blockchain technology created by EUIPO, during 2023 the
technology previously used to transfer trademark identification information to the European TMView
database was discontinued in favor of the blockchain technology. The new blockchain technology,
thanks to design features and the implementation of an improved security system, enhances the
reliability and efficiency of the operations of data exchange to the EUIPO service. Moreover, it maintains
historical data unchanged over time, while enabling a real-time view of trademark status changes.
Finally, in 2023, Italy was the only EU country with Estonia to start the new “History powered by
Blockchain” service, which allows to query and compare a trademark’s historical data, if any, with clear

improvements in terms of security and transparency.
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