
EXHIBITIONS ON IP

FOCUS 2024
UNTIL 6 APRIL 2024, IN THE MAIN 

ENTRANCE OF PALAZZO PIACENTINI IN 
ROME, THE EXHIBITION CELEBRATED SOME 

OF THE MOST ICONIC HISTORICAL 
TRADEMARKS, SYMBOLS OF THE 

COUNTRY’S HERITAGE AND EVOLUTION. 

CELEBRATE DISCOVER ADMIRE

OBJECTIVES

Curated by Professors Carlo Martino and Francesco Zurlo, both Design lecturers at Sapienza University of
Rome and the Polytechnic University of Milan, the exhibition guided visitors through the discovery of major
brands that are part of everyday life. The exhibition was structured around the three moments of the day -
morning, evening, and night - grouping sectors, goods, messages, and functions accordingly.

Opened on 13 February 2024, the exhibition featured over 100 companies and 113 trademarks
representing various industries, all included in the “Special Register of Historic Trademarks of National
Interest,” established in 2019 by the Directorate. This register includes trademarks that have been in use
for over 50 years and are still active today.
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INAUGURATED IN ROME, AT PALAZZO PIACENTINI 
– MIMIT, ON 18 NOVEMBER 2024, THE EXHIBITION 

CELEBRATED BOTH THE 140TH ANNIVERSARY 
OF THE FOUNDING OF THE ITALIAN PATENT AND 

TRADEMARK OFFICEAND THE 550TH 
ANNIVERSARY OF THE PUBLICATION OF THE 

FIRST PATENT STATUTE, ISSUED BY THE 
REPUBLIC OF VENICE IN 1474. 

The exhibition completes the trilogy of IP-focused exhibitions that began in 2021 with Italia Geniale, dedicated
to the originality and creativity of Italian industrial design, and continued in early 2024 with IdentItalia. Curated
by Alessandra Maria Sette, Maria Chiara Di Guardo (Vice President of Netval and professor at the University of
Cagliari), Carlo Martino (Sapienza University of Rome), and Francesco Zurlo (Politecnico di Milano), the
exhibition showcased over 100 industrial invention patents, both past and present, to illustrate the impact of
ideas on Italian society and the world at large. The narrative alternated between the Italian and international
contexts, highlighting generational shifts among inventors and creators. The stories were organised into seven
thematic areas: Smart, Green, and Safe Mobility; Smart City, Place, and Home; Med and Wellbeing; Energy and
Climate Tech; Agri & Sea Tech; Aero & Space Tech; and Smart Factory.
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